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For Immediate Release 
 
 

Solvay Specialty Polymers Launches Standard  
Radel® PPSU Colors for Healthcare Industry 

 
Colors Deliver Unique Branding and Identification for Medical Instruments 

 
ALPHARETTA, Ga., November 17, 2011 - Solvay Specialty Polymers USA, 

LLC, has standardized the color range of its Radel® polyphenylsulfone (PPSU) resins, 

offering a range of standard opaque colors for the healthcare industry. Solvay’s Radel PPSU 

is utilized for demanding reusable applications including medical and dental instruments, 

sterilization cases, trays, and lids, and medical equipment. 

 “This launch further supports our mission as a full-service supplier to medical 

equipment and device makers,” said Maria Gallahue-Worl, global business manager for 

healthcare for Solvay Specialty Polymers. “This expanded color palette gives medical 

device manufacturers new opportunities in terms of design, aesthetics, and branding” 

In addition to unique branding opportunities for medical OEMs, these colored Radel 

PPSU resins provide healthcare professionals with a quick visual reference for identifying 

instrument types and sizes. Solvay introduced the standard colors in response to market 

demand for PPSU products that are readily available and cost-effective for the specification 

of new healthcare applications. These injection molding and extrusion grades are available 

globally with reduced lead times and reduced minimum order quantities, according to 

Gallahue-Worl. Other color options will be available through a wide network of custom 

compounders who specialize in Radel PPSU. 
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Radel PPSU is a super-tough thermoplastic with high heat resistance, exceptional 

hydrolytic stability and excellent chemical resistance. It can withstand over 1000 cycles of 

steam sterilization without significant loss of properties. It is inherently flame retardant and 

is resistant to bases and other chemicals. Radel PPSU is also compliant with ISO 10993-1 

for non-implantable applications. 

Solvay Specialty Polymers is a global leader in the development of sulfone polymer 

technology, launching Udel® polysulfone nearly 45 years ago. In addition, Solvay’s 

experience as a key materials supplier in the healthcare field spans more than 20 years. The 

company is a leading manufacturer of high-performance plastics, offering a broad range of 

materials for reusable and single-use healthcare instruments and medical devices. More 

recently, Solvay has successfully introduced its line of Solviva® Biomaterials and offers 

them for use in a range of implantable devices. 

About Solvay Specialty Polymers                                                                                 
Solvay Specialty Polymers manufactures more products with more performance than any 
other polymer company in the world. The company supplies over 1500 products across 33 
brands of high-performance polymers – fluoropolymers, fluoroelastomers, fluorinated 
fluids, semi-aromatic polyamides, sulfone polymers, aromatic ultra polymers, high-barrier 
polymers and cross-linked high-performance compounds – for use in Aerospace, 
Alternative Energy, Automotive, Healthcare, Membranes, Oil & Gas, Packaging, Plumbing, 
Semiconductors, Wire & Cable, and other markets. Learn more at 
www.solvayspecialtypolymers.com. 
 
Solvay is an international chemical Group committed to sustainable development with a 
clear focus on innovation and operational excellence. Its recent acquisition of specialty 
chemicals company Rhodia created a much larger player which is realizing over 90% of its 
sales in markets where it is among the top 3 global leaders. Solvay offers a broad range of 
products that contribute to improving quality of life and its customers' performance in 
markets such as consumer goods, construction, automotive, energy, water and environment, 
and electronics.  The Group is headquartered in Brussels. Its companies employ about 
30,000 people in 55 countries and generated EUR 12 billion in sales (pro forma) in 2010. 
Solvay SA is listed on NYSE Euronext (SOLB.BE - Bloomberg: SOLB.BB - Reuters: 
SOLBt.BR). 
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http://www.solvayplastics.com/sites/solvayplastics/EN/Companies/SolvaySpecialtyPolymers/Pages/Welcome.aspx
http://www.solvay.com/
http://www.rhodia.com/
http://www.euronext.com/trader/summarizedmarket/stocks-2593-EN-BE0003470755.html?selectedMep=3
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/quote?ticker=SOLB%3ABB
http://www.reuters.com/search?blob=SOLBt.BR
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